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Munster Fusiliers rushed across the floating bridge, but very
few survived to reach the shore and the shelter of die sandbank
beyond it. Williams was killed shortly afterwards and Unwin
was unable to hold the bridge in place single-handed, with the
result that the lighters, crowded with dead and wounded,
swung round into deep water. The few survivors of Dublin
and Munster Fusiliers on shore, thus cut off from reinforcement,
were in a precarious position, and but for the machine guns on
the bridge of the River Clyde, which pinned the enemy to their
trenches, they might have been overwhelmed.

Unwin was quite undefeated, and assisted by Lieut. Morse,
Sub-Lieut. Tisdall, Midshipmen Drewry and Malleson, and
Able-Seaman Samson, all of whom seemed, to the onlookers
in the River Clyde, to bear charmed lives, worked incessantly
under a murderous fire to restore communication with the shore;
the midshipmen swimming to and fro with lines to connect
the lighters and haul them into position. After an hour or so
Unwin collapsed, suffering from the effects of cold and immersion.
After a short rest he went overboard again and continued to
direct the proceedings until about 9 a.m., when the bridge was
completed.* A company of Munsters then charged along it,
but their losses were so heavy that the senior officer on shore
sent a message to the River Clyde suggesting that no more
troops should be landed until dark. The senior officer in the
River Clyde, Lieut.-Colonel Carrington Smith, commanding the
Hampshire Regiment, agreed.

Shortly afterwards Brigadier-General Napier, commanding
the 88th Brigade, arrived with the first flight of the
reinforcement^ which had been delayed owing to the destruction
of the boats on "V" Beach, which should have returned
to land them; "seeing the lighters choked with men,
and not realising that they were dead, he sprang on board the
nearest lighter, meaning to lead them ashore, A warning voice
from the collier [River Clyde] shouted, *You can't possibly
land! * but Napier shouted back,e Fll have a damned good try ! *

* Unwin was awarded a Victoria Cross, the recommendation for which must be
unique in the annals of the decoration. The General told me that at least half a
dozen dirty scraps of paper reached him from comparatively junior officers which
bore testimony to Unwin's devoted heroism, some written in the heat of action by
officers who did not survive it. Drewry, Malleson, Samson and Williams also
received Victoria Crosses, the latter posthumously.